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literature, he would have seen that the primordial imagt
which floated before his inner mind had a very different
meaning from the "aesthetic" one. His intuition found
the unconscious model which from oldest times has
exercized its living force in our unwitting minds, Yet
he interprets it as "aesthetic", although he himself had
previously emphasized its symbolic character. The
primordial image to which I refer is revealed in that
growth of oriental thought which centres around the
Brahman-Atman teaching in India, and in China found its
philosophical representative in Lao-Tze.
The Indian conception teaches liberation from the
opposites, by which every sort of affective state and
emotional hold to the object is understood. The libera-
tion succeeds a detachment of the libido from all contents,
whereby a state of complete introversion results. This
psychological process is characteristically called tapas% a
term which can best be rendered as self-brooding. This
expression clearly pictures the state of meditation without
content in which the libido is supplied to the Self some-
what in the manner of incubating heat As a result of
the complete detachment of every function from the object,
there necessarily arises in the inner man (the Self) an
equivalent of objective reality, a state of complete identity
of inner and outer which may be technically described as
the tat twam asi (that art thou). Through the fusion of
the Self with the relations to the object there proceeds the
identity of the Self (Atman)1 with the essence of the
world (i*e. with the relations of the subject to the object,)
so that the identity of the inner with the outer Atman
becomes recognized. The concept of Brahman differs
only slightly from the concept of Atman, since in Brahman
the idea of the Self is not explicitly given: it is, as it were,
* Atman lias been defined as the soul of Self-hood—the highest
principle ol life in th« universe—the Divine germ in man. [Translator]

